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Everglades Service Unit Community Service Ideas

Miscellaneous Projects:
Global Youth Service Day is the largest and the only day of service dedicated to children and youth.
Peace Corps World Wise Schools Correspondence Match Program. Connect with a volunteer serving overseas.

Act! Speak! Build! Week
Ripple KidsRipple KidsTM  a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspiring and empowering kids to take action in their communities by publicizing what their peers are doing.
Projects Involving/Supporting Animals:
F.R.I.E.N.D.S provides a haven for horses which would have been needlessly destroyed and offers troops community service and badge opportunities. 

Sawgrass Nature Center – Many community service projects are available at this rehabilitation program for sick, injured and orphaned wild birds, mammals and reptiles.  
World Wildlife Foundation Adopt an Animal The world’s leading conservation organization, WWF works in 100 countries and is supported by almost five million members worldwide.
Operation Happy Sock is a fun, easy way to help homeless cats in your local animal shelter.
Tomorrow’s Rainbow is a special place for children that have experienced the death of a loved one. 

Humane Society – Cares for animals who can not be cared for by their owners.  Offers patch programs & service opportunities.
South Florida Wildlife Care Center – donate cartridges & cell phones for this wildlife rehabilitation center.
Greyhound Pets of America finds loving homes for racing greyhounds that no longer qualify to compete at the racetrack.
Lab Retriever Rescue of Florida - places purebred Labrador Retrievers in loving permanent homes.
Luv-A-Bun Bunny Rescue – this Palm Beach bunny rescue is always in need of supplies and donated items.
Abandoned Pet Rescue – Our ability to rescue pets relies solely on donations from supporters. We keep our adoption fee as low as possible to facilitate adoptions
Suggles Project – Create a security blanket for shelter animals.
Projects Involving/Supporting Children:
www.makeachildsmile.org  is an online organization that “hosts” different children with life-threatening illnesses each month.  
ProjectLinus  provides love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets.
Pajama Program - provides new pajamas and new books to children in need. 
Kids Stuff USA Make and give a shoe-box gift for children in need across the United States.
Angels Pediatric Heart House supports families affected by congenital heart defects.
Broward Children’s Center helps infants, children, and young adults with special health care needs.  
Childnet provides services and supports for Broward's most vulnerable children.
Children’s Diagnostic and Treatment Center provides comprehensive prevention, intervention and treatment service to children and youth with special health care needs and their families.
Children’s Home Society - delivers social services designed to protect children at risk of abuse, neglect or abandonment; and to find safe, loving homes for children. 
SOS Children’s Village Our Village is a wondrous place, offering our boys and girls the promise of healing, hope, and home.  
Ronald McDonald House  supports programs that directly improve the health and well being of children.
United Way Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Diaper Drive

Projects Involving/Supporting The Community In General:
Color Me Mine collects crayon drawings from school children.  Every month we distribute these drawings to Nursing Homes, Meals on Wheels Programs, and Individuals all across the country,
FeedingSouthFlorida is always in need of an extra pair of hands and welcomes your contribution of time.
Special Olympics If you're seeking a volunteer opportunity that can make a difference in your life and the lives of others, Special Olympics needs you.
Women in Distress is a full service domestic violence center serving Broward County.
The Box Project Sponsor an impoverished rural family by sending monthly gift boxes with clothing, food  etc.  
Broward Healthy Start Coalition – Provides quality services to pregnant women and children birth to age three.
Locks of Love Donate your just-cut hair to help create quality hairpieces for children who suffer from the hairloss, or donate your time in their Palm Beach office.
Butterfly Project create handmade arts-and-crafts butterflies as possible for the Houston Holocaust Museum.
Yoplait® Save Lids to Save Lives® For every pink lid sent to them, Yoplait will donate 10 cents to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
Autism Speaks goal is to change the future for all who struggle with autism spectrum disorders.  
Best Buddies E-Budde Program an e-mail pen pal program that provides opportunities for e-mail friendships between persons with a developmental disability and their peers without a developmental disability.  
Broward Meals on Wheels provided many volunteer opportunities that improve health, reduce isolation and promote independent living for seniors in our community.  
Crossroads Food Bank dedicates their efforts to serving the single parents, disabled, unemployed, underemployed in Broward County.  Accepts food donations and volunteers.
The Lighthouse of Broward County, Inc. provides services to blind or visually impaired people.
Broward Home Bound - provides home care services to disabled persons and frail elderly.
Plastic Shopping Bag Sleeping Mats – Crochet plastic sleeping mats for the homeless out of recycled grocery bags.
Juliette Low Birthday in a Bag Project – Package birthday supplies for less fortunate and deliver in a birthday bag to local food banks.

Comfort Socks - Giving the comfort of new socks to the homeless

Hats4thehomeless-  Super easy fleece hats for all ages!  

HOPE Outreach Center, Inc. is committed to Helping Other People Everyday.  Our many programs and services offer a hand up to people who are unable to make ends meet due to job losses, disabilities, health crises, and other emergencies.
Projects Involving the Environment (and Earth Day Events):
Earth Day Groceries Project A cost-free environmental awareness project in which students decorate paper grocery bags with environmental messages for Earth Day.  
EarthDayDotNet - Demonstrate your commitment to environmental protection and sustainability.  Earth Day Network is a global leader in promoting environmental education and green schools.
Serve to Preserve Governors Award - The program allows scout troops to earn an award insignia by completing educational activities about Florida's natural environment.
Annal Waterway Clean-up – Each year MIASF holds a waterway clean-up in which groups or individuals can participate in.
Broward County Coastal Cleanup Broward County participates in the annual International Coastal Cleanup, sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy.
Kids Ecology Corp offers unique hands-on presentations and eco-action programs that educate children and youth about wildlife and environment preservation and conservation.
Operation Green Plant - America the Beautiful Fund is offering grants of FREE SEEDS! to community groups striving to better our world through gardening. Grow fresh nutritious food for the hungry. Teach children about the wonders of nature in a habitat garden.
Arbor Day Foundation – Choose 10 trees that grow well where you live and we’ll send them to you to plant.
Projects Involving/Supporting Military Service Personnel or Families:

Operation Quiet Comfort – Send Care Packages to American Heroes currently in Medical Centers.

Operation Quiet Comfort  Cards for Service Men and Women Store bought and handmade cards and letters from are always needed to include in our care packages.
AnySolider.com – Find out what, how and to who to send support to soldiers in harms way. 
Xerox Let’s Say Thanks - Gives you an opportunity to send a free printed postcard to. U.S. military personnel.
Holiday Mail For Heroes - The American Red Cross and Pitney Bowes will collect holiday cards from all across the country & distribute them to service members, veterans, & their families.
DVDs4VETS - Our mission is to provide veterans who for any reasons cannot obtain DVDs on their own. 

Cel Phones for Soldiers - Put old cell phones to good use.  Instead of stashing them in the junk drawer, ship them to Cell Phones for Soldiers. For each one donated, the organization will pay for an hour of talk time for troops overseas.
Soldier Packages - Send a care package. Get a service member's address from Kitchen Table Gang, bundle up items with a note of thanks and send them a gift. 
Military Care Cards - Cards for the military.
Community Service Awards, Scholarships, Recognitions:
Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes Honors outstanding young leaders who have made a significant positive difference to people and our planet.

Khol’s Cars Scholarship Program – Top Winners Receive $10,000 each
Presidents Volunteer Service Award
Christopher Columbus Award
Students in Action
Disney Friends for Change Grants
National Child Awareness Ambassadors Program
YSA Grants power youth-led service and service-learning projects with funding, training, and resource support.

The Harris Wofford Youth Award will be given to a young person (ages 5 -25) who is a legal resident of the U.S. who demonstrates exemplary commitment and action to involve his or her peers in service, youth voice, service-learning or civic engagement activities.

Miscellaneous Projects:
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Global Youth Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates and mobilizes the millions of children and youth who improve their communities each day of the year through service and service-learning. Established in 1988, Global Youth Service Day is the largest service event in the world, and the only day of service dedicated to children and youth. GYSD is celebrated each year in over 100 countries.  Visit www.GYSD.org to learn more about GYSD; download and request planning resources; register your project; see the project map and share and promote your projects
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Peace Corps World Wise Schools Correspondence Match Program 

Connect with a volunteer serving overseas.  World Wise Schools matches up Peace Corps Volunteers in the field with U.S. classroom teachers. The result? A vibrant two-year exchange of ideas, stories, pictures, and artifacts that helps U.S. students in the classroom learn about the people, geography, environment, and culture of the world from the direct experience of Volunteers living in other countries.  http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/correspond/about.cfm
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
What is Act! Speak! Build! Week? RECOGNIZE THE NEED. ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE.
April 1-7, 2012 Act! Speak! Build! Week is Habitat’s international, student-initiated week of advocacy. Act! Speak! Build! Week empowers young people to educate themselves and their communities and move people to social action. Young people, ages 5 to 25, work in partnership with local affiliates to plan and host events focused on ending poverty housing.
http://www.habitat.org/youthprograms/actspeakbuild/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Ripple KidsTM is a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspiring and empowering kids to take action in their communities by publicizing what their peers are doing. http://www.ripplekids.com

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Projects Involving Animals:

F.R.I.E.N.D.S.
F.R.I.E.N.D.S. (Florida Research Institute for Equine Nurturing, Developing & Safety Inc.) F.R.I.E.N.D.S provides a haven for horses which would have been needlessly destroyed and they offer families a chance to get close to nature.  They welcome volunteers who need community service hours and might be able to work with your troop on badge work.  http://www.eiahorses.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
[image: image3.png]



Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife Hospital This environmental learning center is dedicated to serving the community by providing learning experiences about the fascinating wonders of Florida's wildlife and natural ecosystems.  They also offer a rehabilitation program that provides comprehensive medical and rehabilitative care for sick, injured and orphaned wild birds, mammals and reptiles.  MANY community service projects are available. 

954-752-7732, www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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World Wildlife Foundation Adopt an Animal.  Your donation will support WWF's worldwide conservation efforts, including fighting threats like habit loss and poaching faced by the animal you chose and other critically endangered species. https://secure.worldwildlife.org/ogc/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Operation Happy Sock is a fun, easy way to help homeless cats in your local animal shelter. Volunteers make simple toys, called "Happy Socks," by stuffing catnip and polyester fiberfill in the toe of a sock and tying a knot at the ankle. Simple, but a GREAT catnip toy!  http://ohappysock.blogspot.com/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Tomorrow's Rainbow is a special place for children that have experienced the death of a loved one.  By incorporating miniature horse interactions with therapeutic play areas and facilitated peer support, children are given the tools necessary to take their own personal grief journey in a way that is meaningful to them.  Tomorrow's Rainbow is a safe place where children feel, often for the first time, understood. Volunteers are the heart and soul of Tomorrow's Rainbow.  Volunteer opportunities are available for Program Facilitators, daily horse maintenance and for office help.  If you are interested in learning more about the wonderful volunteer opportunities that are available, contact us at (954) 657-8933 or, preferably, email us at: TRVolunteer@aol.com www.tomorrowsrainbow.com
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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At the Humane Society of Broward County we receive thousands of animals each year who can no longer be cared for by their owners. We take pride in caring for these animals and the facility in which they stay.  For a list of items we are always in need of please visit:  http://humanebroward.com
The "No Bones About It" Girl Scout Pet Care patch, initiated in 1998 has proven successful. The girls have a minimum number of lessons in kindness to perform in order to earn their patch. The program and all the lessons are age appropriate for Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, and Cadettes/Seniors. The girls learn how to be safe around animals, how to properly care for a pet, the importance of having proper identification on pets, etc. We have educated 1500 girls this year so far. Our program has received national recognition. This year we have provided our program to 35 out of state Girl Scout Councils and Animal Shelters combined to utilize with their programs.  If you are a Girl Scout Troop Leader, you may download the Leaders Guides by clicking on the links below: 

Guide for Daisy Level  Guide for Brownie Level  Guide for Junior Level Guide for Senior/Cadette Levels 
For additional information on earning the "No Bones About it" Pet Care patch, please call the Humane Society at 954.266.6848.

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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At the South Florida Wildlife Center, our mission is to rescue and rehabilitate wildlife and treat other animals in need in South Florida and help the community celebrate our wild neighbors and find solutions to any challenges they pose  Recycle printer cartridges and cell phones

Through an innovative program, you can recycle printer cartridges and cell phones and the SPCA Wildlife Care Center benefits. 

Individuals: Place your cartridges or cell phones in prepaid mailing envelopes and drop them in the mailbox. Each envelope holds four or five Inkjet cartridges or cell phones. Once they are received by Cartridges for Kids, SPCA Wildlife Care Center will receive funds for your efforts. Call 954-524-7154 or email Suzanne for envelopes.   http://www.humanesociety.org/animal_community/shelters/wildlife_care_center/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Greyhound Pets of America is an organization run completely by volunteers who are dedicated to finding responsible, loving homes for racing greyhounds that no longer qualify to compete at the racetrack.  http://www.greyhoundpetsfl.org
If you would like to Donate any pet related supplies we are always in need of the following items:  ● Comforters and Blankets  ● Bleach  ● Laundry Detergent  ● Febreeze  ● Betadine  ● Adams Flea Spray (for bedding)  ● Advantix  ● Triple Antibiotic Ointment   ● Ear Wipes  ● 4 x 4 Gauze Pads  ● Self-Stick Bandage Wrap  ● Sturdy Dog Toys ● Pet Store Gift Cards  ● Gas Cards ● Dog Food (must be Purina Pro Plan Chicken & Rice) 

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Lab Retriever Rescue of Florida LRRoF is a non-profit organization dedicated to placing purebred Labrador Retrievers in loving permanent homes. Our nonprofit organization is comprised of hardworking volunteers and vets that are committed to placing labs in new homes. We have been working together since 2000 and have rescued over 3000 dogs. http://www.labradorrescue.net/index.html
LRROF is also in need of the following items: ● Dog Food (dry adult and puppy food for large breed dogs) ● Raw Hides ● Kongs ● Leashes ● Collars ● Dog Beds/Blankets ● Advantage or Frontline ● Heartgaard ● Crates ● Exercise Pens ● Monetary donations towards veterinary bills

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Luv-A-Bun Rabbit Rescue We are always in need of supplies and donations. Any donation is greatly appreciated!! Palm Beach County, Lake Worth, FL (561) 596-8175 info@luvabun.net  http://bunnyrabbit.org/
Wish List:  ● New or Used Ex- Pens or Cages ● Litter – pelleted pine litter or Yesterday’s News  ● Litter Boxes ● Rabbit Chow ● Organize it! Cubes (usually found in Target) ● Zip Ties ● Gift Cards (pet stores, Home Depot, Target)
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Abandoned Pet Rescue Our ability to rescue pets in our community relies solely on donations from supporters. We keep our adoption fee as low as possible to facilitate adoptions. Our vet expenses are substantial because of the horrific condition of some of the dogs which come from abused and or neglect situations.  None of our volunteers are paid for their time and wonderful care they provide for the pets. We always gratefully accept donations.  Please drop off any of the following items: - Canned Dog or Cat Food - Bunny or Bird Food -Cat Litter - Towels and/or Blankets - Laundry Detergent – Bleach - Cleaning Supplies – Mops - Paper Towels - Garbage Bags - Pooper Scoopers - Cotton Swabs – Toys – Crates – Collars - Donations of construction/electrical/plumbing supplies and expertise would be greatly appreciated.  APR is always looking for volunteers to help socialize/feed and walk dogs, clean kennels and cat rooms, and assist with adoption events both at our facility and at outside locations.  1137 NE 9th Ave. Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 (954) 728-9010 apr954@aol.com http://apr.rescuegroups.org/index.php
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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The Snuggles Project was founded by Rae French, in 1996 because of her heartfelt need to do something for the innocent victims who find themselves in animal shelters without a bit of comfort to call their own. Picturing them in their hard cold cells made her heart ache to do something to help. So she got the idea of security blankets for shelter animals. The security blankets are called "Snuggles." Each animal would get a Snuggle to cuddle up with to feel warmth and comfort. Most shelter animals are kept in areas with stainless steel braces and hard plastic flooring or even bare concrete floors. The Snuggles would allow them to have a little reprieve from the coldness of the pen they are kept in.
 To learn more and how your group can help the Snuggles Project, go to: http://www.snugglesproject.org/
__._,_.___

Projects Involving/Supporting Children:
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 Make A Child Smile is an online organization that “hosts” different children with life-threatening illnesses each month.  People are encouraged to send the child of the month cards or care packages.  You can choose the featured child of the month, or a previously featured child.  www.makeachildsmile.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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  Project Linus provides love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer "blanketeers."  The program provides a rewarding and fun service opportunity for interested individuals and groups in local communities, for the benefit of children.  www.projectlinus.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Pajama Program - provides new pajamas and new books to children in need.  http://www.pajamaprogram.org/Chapters/FL_PalmBeach.html Carole Brewster 561-445-9258 pajamaevent@aol.com Bobbi Rini 954-234-0385 bobbi@pajamaprogram.org
 ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Kids Stuff USA Children across the country are going without food and other necessities year round, but there is something you can do about it – build a Kid's Stuff Shoe Box Gift and we'll deliver it for you!  Contact the Kid's Stuff Coordinator at kids.stuff@feedthechildren.org if you have any questions or need more information.  http://www.feedthechildren.org/site/PageServer?pagename=org_kids_stuff_USA
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Angel’s Pediatric Heart House is an organization supporting families affected by congenital heart defects. Our mission is to provide a place where families affected by congenital heart defects (CHD) or childhood acquired heart disease can come together to receive encouragement, emotional and social support.  There are many other ways in which the community can provide support to Angel’s Pediatric Heart House. While monetary donations are our biggest need, you can also help by providing other items as described on our website. These items are distributed, free of charge, directly to families in South Florida at the time of the baby’s heart surgery. Please note that we do not accept any used items.  http://www.aphh.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Broward Children's Center and its affiliates specialize in helping infants, children, and young adults with special health care needs.  200 SE 19th Avenue, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 

954.943.7638 info@bcckids.org 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bcckids.org" 
www.bcckids.org  www.bcckids.org
Fora list of the things our children and the programs that serve need for healthy happy growth please see our website.  Please contact us at BCCDONATE or call Rachel at 954.943.7336 x103 if you can help supply us with these items or would like to fund a specific item.

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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ChildNet - In Broward County every year, several hundred children enter the child welfare system due to abuse, abandonment or neglect. As the local Community Based Care lead agency, ChildNet manages the local system of services and supports for Broward's most vulnerable children. Our mission is to protect Broward's abused, abandoned and neglected children.  Throughout the year ChildNet accepts donations for Broward's children in foster care. Visit our website for a list of items that we are most in need of.  Your generous tax deductible gift will have a lasting impact on a child in need. For more information on donating goods, contact Suzanne Baker at (954) 873-1832.

You can also help by supporting our annual drives:  Each year ChildNet hosts gift drives, such as the Independent Living Graduation, Back to School, and Holiday Gift drive to collect goods for Broward's youth. If you are interested in participating in the drives listed below contact Suzanne Baker at (954) 873-1832. 

Easter Basket Drive



March – April
Completed Easter baskets

Independent Living Graduation Drive
May – June

Target or Wal-Mart Gift Cards,

gas cards, metro phone cards

Back to School Drive



July – August
School supplies

Holiday Gift Drive




Nov. – Dec.

Click here for Wishlist
Independent Living Holiday Drive 

Nov. – Dec.

Gift Cards, Gas Cards, 

New Household Items

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Children’s Diagnostic & Treatment Center provides comprehensive prevention, intervention and treatment service to children and youth with special health care needs and their families.  There are many ways you can make a difference in the lives of children and families served by CDTC.  For a complete “Wish List” visit our website.  www.childrensdiagnostic.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Children’s Home Society - CHS delivers a unique spectrum of social services designed to protect children at risk of abuse, neglect or abandonment; to strengthen and stabilize families; to help young people break the cycle of abuse and neglect; and to find safe, loving homes for children. Every year, CHS helps to improve the lives of about 100,000 children and family members.  http://chsfl.org 
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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SOS Children’s Village - Our Village is a wondrous place, offering our boys and girls the promise of healing, hope, and home.  A combination of family life, friends, school, extracurricular activities, therapy, and life skills classes all serve to help our boys and girls overcome their traumatic pasts of abuse, neglect, and abandonment; learn to become independent; and prepare for the future.  SOS relies upon your generous support to help our children heal and grow into healthy young adults. Every volunteer hour, project, or community event affects our world in great ways. Visit our website for volunteer and community service opportunities.  www.sosflorida.com
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Ronald McDonald House Charities of South Florida The mission of Ronald McDonald House Charities is to create, find and support programs that directly improve the health and well being of children in South Florida. Guiding us in our mission are our core values: -  Focusing on the critical needs of children -Celebrating the diversity of the programs we offer and the staff, volunteers and donors who make them possible. - Staying true to our heritage of 27 years of responsible stewardship. - Operating with accountability and transparency.   Visit our website for service opportunities http://rmhcsouthflorida.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
United Way has partnered with Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies to host an annual Diaper Drive to provide local at-risk mothers with essential items to help ensure a healthy start for their newborns.  For more information call 561-375-6600 or 561-375-6621 go to UnitedWayPBC.org or email DonnaPulda@UnitedWayPBC.org

Projects Involving/Supporting The Community In General:
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Color A Smile - A non-profit organization spreading smiles with cheerful drawings.  Color A Smile collects crayon drawings from school children.  Every month we distribute these drawings to Nursing Homes,  Meals on Wheels Programs, and Individuals all across the country.  Our goal is to make people smile!  P O Box 1516,  Morristown, NJ 07962-1516  973-540-9222  http://www.colorasmile.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Feeding South Florida is always in need of an extra pair of hands and welcomes your contribution of time. Volunteers are the backbone of our organization and we would not be able to feed the hungry without YOUR help!  In addition to food donations and food drives, if you are 16 or older, we have a position for you! We offer a variety of ways for people to volunteer and help those less fortunate in our community.   For more information about volunteering at Feeding South Florida, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Leroy Green at 954-518-1863 or via e-mail at lgreen@feedingsouthflorida.org www.feedingsouthflorida.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Special Olympics - Volunteers are the backbone of Special Olympics. If you're seeking a volunteer opportunity that can make a difference in your life and the lives of others, Special Olympics needs you.  Depending on your interests and the amount of time you have available, we can use your help.  The minimum age for Special Olympics Broward County volunteers is generally age 16. However, minors as young as 10 may participate depending on availability of appropriate activities and appropriate supervision by a family member or adult chaperone/supervisor.   If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Leonardo at 954-262-2150 or mleonardo3301@aol.com  www.specialolympicsbroward.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
[image: image31.jpg]'WOMEN IN DISTRESS*

OF BROWARD COUNTY, INC

ESTABLISHING S*A*F-E™
STOP ABUSE FOR EVERYONE ™




Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc. is the only nationally accredited, state-certified, full service domestic violence center serving Broward County.  Our mission is to provide victims of domestic violence with safe shelter, crisis intervention and resources, and to educate the community in order to Stop Abuse For Everyone (SAFE) through Intervention, Education and Advocacy.  In-kind donations are donations of new or gently used goods and services. These types of donations are extremely valuable to Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc. and critical to the sustainability of the agency.  To make an in-kind donation or to learn more about these types of donations, please contact Events and Partnerships Manager Courtney Holshouser or call 954-760-9800, ext. 1253.   At Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc., volunteers are vital to our organization in helping to keep families safe as they rest and rebuild their violence-free life. We couldn't do what we do without our loyal and dedicated volunteers.  http://www.womenindistress.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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The Box Project – Sponsor an impoverished rurual family by sending monthly gift boxes filled with clothing, food and more.  800-268-9928, www.boxproject.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Locks of Love Donate your just-cut hair (10-inch minimum) to help create quality hairpieces for children who suffer from the hairloss that can be brought on by a variety of long-term medical illnesses.  LOCKS OF LOVE is also looking for volunteers in Palm Beach County to open mail and enter data, Girl Scout/Boy Scout/Brownie troops welcome.  Or ANY group looking for a community service project.  If you are from Palm Beach County, Florida and would like to donate your time at our office between the hours of 8:30-4:30 M-F, please call (561) 833-7332 888-896-1588, www.locksoflove.org  
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Butterfly Project - In an effort to remember the children affected by the Holocaust, the  Holocaust Museum Houston is collecting 1.5 million handmade butterflies.  The butterflies will eventually comprise a breath-taking exhibition, currently scheduled for Spring 2012, for all to remember. Please facilitate the “I Never Saw Another Butterfly” activity and create as many handmade arts-and-crafts butterflies as possible. This project may be completed by all ages as individuals or groups.  Butterflies should be no larger than 8 inches by 10 inches. Butterflies may be of any medium the artist chooses, but two-dimensional submissions are preferred. 

Glitter should not be used.  Food products (cereal, macaroni, candy, marshmallows or other perishables) also should not be used.  If possible, e-mail a photograph of your butterflies, to butterflyproject@hmh.org.  Please send or bring your butterflies to the Museum by June 30, 2012, with the following information included:  Your name, Your organization or school, Your address, Your e-mail address, and The total number of butterflies sent.  Mail or bring your butterflies to: Holocaust Museum Houston Butterfly Project Education Department 5401 Caroline St. Houston, TX 77004 For questions or additional information, please e-mail butterflyproject@hmh.org.
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
[image: image35.png]



Yoplait Save Lids to Save Lives. Look for the Yoplait pink lids in stores near you.  Grab your spoons and start saving lives.  For every pink lid we send them, Yoplait will donate 10 cents to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. They'll donate up to $1.5 million, and they guarantee a minimum donation of $500,000. Every lid matters and together we can make a difference.  http://www.yoplait.com/Slsl/default.aspx
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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At Autism Speaks, our goal is to change the future for all who struggle with autism spectrum disorders.  Join Autism Speaks as we walk to change the future for all who struggle with autism!  Walk Now for Autism Speaks is a fun-filled, family friendly event and is our single most powerful force to fund vital research that will lead us to the answers we need. Experience the power of thousands united by a single cause by joining Walk Now for Autism Speaks. Autism is the fastest-growing serious developmental disorder – we need more volunteers to join our fight. http://www.autismspeaks.org/ 
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Best Buddies E-bbude Program is an e-mail pen pal program that provides opportunities for e-mail friendships between persons with a developmental disability and their peers who do not have a developmental disability.  For volunteers, e-Buddies is a unique opportunity to change a life and make a friend. The benefits of that are immeasurable.  e-Buddies is open to anyone with an e-mail address who is 10 years old and up. All participants join via our online application.  http://www.ebuddies.org/about/
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Broward Meals on Wheels provides essential services that improve health, reduce isolation
and promote independent living for seniors in our community.  Volunteer opportunities include Home Deliveries, Grocery Shopping, Dining Room Service, Meals for Pets and Adopt a Grandparent.  For more information visit:  www.bmow.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Crossroads Food Bank We dedicate all our efforts to serving the single parents, disabled, unemployed, underemployed in Broward County.  Help us make a difference in the community! The food bank is always looking for caring individuals that want to donate time to make a difference in the community.  To be part of our volunteer team please call us and schedule a time and date. If you need to complete community service hours please call our office and speak to our volunteer coordinator.  If you have a food donation you want to drop off, please come visit us.  Monday through Friday from 8AM to 4PM. Our address is 617 N. W. 6th Avenue Fort Lauderdale, Fl. 33311 We are located east of I-95.  On Sistrunk Blvd. and N.W. 6th Avenue. If you have any questions please contact our office. To schedule a food donation pick-up. Please Contact: Wilson Figueroa Off: 954-627-6900 Ext:226 Cell: 954-696-1036  Or Don Adams Off: 954-696-1036 Ext:224 Cell: 561-502-9355  http://www.crossroadfoodbank.org/
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Deliver the Dream helps families suffering from a serious illness or crisis. We organize monthly three-day retreats for families. To help reduce program expenses, Deliver the Dream  needs the donation of supplies, services and/or equipment that are regularly used during its family retreats or special events.  Items are listed on our website, should you have any of these items that are new (or almost new) and would like to donate them to our organization, please contact the Program Department at 1-888-OUR DREAM (687-3732) or email Rebecca Hahessy.  With your donation of any item on this list, you actively become a part of our mission to assist families who are facing a serious illness or crisis.  Deliver the Dream, Inc.
3223 NW 10th Terrace, Suite 602 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 Phone: (954) 564-3512 
E-mail: contact@deliverthedream.org www.deliverthedream.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Broward Healthy Start Coalition is the leader in Maternal and Child Healthcare in Broward County in providing prenatal and infant care services. The Coalition is responsible for the formation and administration of the Broward Healthy Start system, which includes management of subcontracts for quality services to pregnant women and children birth to age three, monitoring services through quality improvement and assurance responsibilities and accountability. There are many ways that you can support the Coalition through joining a committee, making us aware of the needs of the community, spreading the word about the Healthy Start program and the services that we provide and by making a financial donation to assist with our baby shower and diaper drive. /www.browardhealthystart.org

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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The Lighthouse of Broward County, Inc. provides services at no charge to people who are blind or visually impaired in Broward County, Florida. To be able to continue to provide these services to all visually impaired and blind children and adults who need our help, the Lighthouse needs the help of individuals, community groups, foundations and corporations.  Visit our website for more information on volunteer opportunities.  www.lhob.org
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The Broward Homebound Program Inc. provides cost effective home care services to disabled persons and frail elderly. We are always in need of generous and friendly people willing give their time to help others including Friendly Visitor, Assisting with errands, Grocery shopping, Adopting families or individuals during Christmas, Hanukah and Thanksgiving, Organizing Food Drives (excellent opportunity for students), Organizing Personal Care Products Collection like paper products, shampoo, soap, and toothpaste, Group Projects like painting a home and minor repairs. 
For further information please contact Diane Smith at 786-2484 or e-mail at dsmith@browardhomeboundprogram.org. www.browardhomebound.org
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Plastic Shopping Bag Sleeping – cut back on recycling and help the homeless all for the cost of a crochet needle.  To learn how you can crochet a plastic sleeping mat, visit:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiUC0iDQtkA For More Information Visit:

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10210/1075909-55.stm#ixzz1EhOPWfsa or do an online search for plastic shopping bag sleeping mats, there is TONS of information online!
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Juliette Low's Birthday-in-a-Bag Project - GSKH Troop 40710 INVITES YOU TO JOIN US in a special community service project in honor of Juliette Low, founder of Girl Scouting, during the 100th year of Girl Scouting.   WHAT IS A BIRTHDAY-IN-A-BAG? A Birthday-in-a-Bag is a self-contained gift bag with everything you need to have a Happy Birthday party.  WHO NEEDS A BIRTHDAY-IN-A-BAG? Every person needs some recognition of their birthday. However certain circumstances occur that might not make that possible. A Birthday-in-a-Bag can make a birthday more special.  WHERE DOES A BIRTHDAY-IN-A-BAG GO? Each Birthday-in-a-Bag should be delivered to YOUR local food bank. Goal is to deliver no later than October 31st, 2011, Juliette Low’s birthday.  HOW CAN MY GIRL SCOUT TROOP HELP? Each troop can undertake the Birthday-in-a-Bag as a community service project by putting together one or more Birthday Bags. This project is a way of showing that Girl Scouts care and Girl Scouting is an important part of your community. It is also a wonderful tribute to Juliette Low, founder of Girl Scouting, during the 100th year anniversary. **Leaders can purchase Juliette Low Birthday fun patches online or at their local council shop, for girls that participate.**  WHAT ITEMS MAKE UP A BIRTHDAY-IN-A-BAG? Fill a large gift bag with: Cake mix, frosting (these items would be non-perishable), foil cake pan, cake decorations, candles, balloons, plates, napkins. Additional items that can be included are: birthday banner, party invites, wrapping paper and ribbon, crepe paper, party hats, noise makers, small goodie bags items, table cloth, or small unisex toy or present (unwrapped). **Don’t forget Dollar Tree is a great place to shop for party items that are just $1 each!** You may also enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for return comments on how the Birthday-in-a-Bag was enjoyed. If you do this, please use your council’s address for safety!  Troop 40710 would like to keep track of which troops participate, where they are from, and the number of Birthday-in-a-bags completed. They would also LOVE to see photos of girls shopping or delivering the bags. Please contact their leader Amanda Chastain with troop # and totals.  Email amanda_chastain@yahoo.com
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Comfort Socks - Comfort Socks is a 501(c)3 public charity that provides new socks to homeless shelters, and non-profits that focus on and primarily serve the homeless population, all across the United States. Aside from the obvious hygiene benefits of new socks for the homeless population, our mission is one of Comfort.   http://www.comfortsocksonline.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Www.hats4thehomeless.org socks to the homeless Super easy fleece hats for all ages!
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
HOPE Outreach Center, Inc. is committed to Helping Other People Everyday.  Our many programs and services offer a hand up to people who are unable to make ends meet due to job losses, disabilities, health crises, and other emergencies.   For more information visit http://www.hopeoutreachfl.org/ or call 954-321-0909.
Projects Involving the Environment and Earth Day Projects:
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Decorate Grocery Bags for Earth Day http://www.earthdaybags.org/index.htm
Earth Day Groceries Project is a cost-free environmental awareness project in which students decorate paper grocery bags with environmental messages for Earth Day.
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www.earthday.net - Demonstrate your commitment to environmental protection and sustainability.  Earth Day Network is a global leader in promoting environmental education and green schools. 
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Florida’s Governor’s Serve To Preserve Scout Award - The program allows scout troops to earn an award insignia by completing educational activities about Florida's natural environment. Age-specific requirements for the Serve to Preserve Scout Award were developed in partnership with leaders from the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts in Florida. Requirements for the award include: 
> Cub Scouts (ages 7 - 10) and Daisy and Brownie Girl Scouts (kindergarten - 3rd grade)  Have a community clean-up day where your group picks up trash in a park, on school grounds, or another area that needs to be cared for. 

Draw pictures or write a letter to Governor Charlie Crist showing ways young people can Serve to Preserve Florida's natural environment. 

>Boy Scouts (ages 10 - 18) & Juniors, Cadette, Senior & Ambassador Girl Scouts (grades 3-12) 

Organize a Serve to Preserve day in your community or school. Invite speakers from your community to speak to your classmates or group about ways to reduce pollution, conserve energy and help combat climate change. 

Learn about biofuels and how they are made, and list some of the alternative energy projects taking place in our state. 

http://www.myfloridaclimate.com/scout_award
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Annual Waterway Clean-up -  MIASF is a not-for-profit leadership organization created to promote and protect the sound growth of the marine industry in South Florida for the benefit and education of its members, the community and the environment.  The Annual Waterway Cleanup is one of this county's largest environmental events, individuals and groups are welcome to participate in the annual cleanup. http://www.miasf.org/waterwaycleanup.htm
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Broward County Coastal Clean-up  - Broward County participates in the annual International Coastal Cleanup, sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy. The Cleanup takes place in over 104 countries around the world and typically on the 3rd Saturday of September. http://www.broward.org/NATURALRESOURCES/BEACHANDMARINE/Pages/BeachCleanup.aspx
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Kids Ecology Corp -  KEC has reached over 60,000 young people from pre-k through high school, offering unique hands-on presentations and eco-action programs that educate children and youth about Keeping our oceans clean; Pollution prevention; Water conservation; The importance of trees; the role replanting our coastal wetlands plays in beach conservation; Global climate change and energy conservation andProtecting local natural habitats for native wildlife. Contact them for more information on service projects:  1350 East Sunrise Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 Phone: 954-524-0366 E-mail:  kec@kidsecologycorps.org Web Site:  www.kidsecologycorps.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Operation Green Plant - America the Beautiful Fund is offering grants of FREE SEEDS! to community groups striving to better our world through gardening. Grow fresh nutritious food for the hungry. Teach children about the wonders of nature in a habitat garden.

Beautify parks, roadways and neighborhoods. Plant the Seeds that Grow Hope and promote healthy living, environmental stewardship and community pride! There are a thousand ways to improve your community’s quality of life through gardening! http://www.america-the-beautiful.org/free_seeds/index.php
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Arbor Day Foundation – Arbor Day is the end of April.  Your group might choose to plant trees in your area.  For only the cost of a $10 membership to the National Arbor Day Foundation, your group can receive 10 free trees of your choice.  Plant them in public places to beautify the area, plant them in memory of those who have passed, plant them in honor of those who are doing so much to make the world a better place.  Go to: http://www.arborday.org/shopping/memberships/memberships.cfm  Click around the site for other great resources like educators kits, posters, etc.
Projects Involving our Military Service Men and Women:
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Operation Quiet Comfort (OQC) creates care packages to be sent to Any American Hero at medical care facilities abroad.  The mission is to honor individuals for their sacrifice and comfort them by creating "GO BAGS", or transition kits.  These kits include comfort items like our "Four Freedoms Gratitude Quilt", personal care items, and products that entertain and provide "down time" for their spiritual, emotional, and physical healing.  Troops may supply for these “Go Bags” as community service projects.  Visit http://www.operationquietcomfort.com/  for more information.
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
In addition to “Go Bag”s OQC is looking for  Cards for Service Men and Women.  Store bought and handmade cards (and letters) from children and adults are always needed to include in our care packages. Care packages are sent to over 70 combat support hospitals.. Direct any questions to Diane Schneider (diane52381@nc.rr.com).  Types of cards needed: thank you, thinking of you, patriotic or just a cheerful hello from children and adults. We also collect thank you cards specifically for the medical staffs taking care of our wounded troops. 
Christmas cards are sent out in our November holiday shipment and are collected all year round.  No ENVELOPES - No GLITTER per medical staff request.  We need cards that are signed with a personal message. Begin with "Dear hero," or a simple hello greeting. This can be used for any military branch.  The messages can be long or short, simple or complex. A simple "Thank you for your service" works just fine. I'll also accept messages written on 
4x5 sheets of paper or on index cards which I'll attach to greeting cards.  Sign the card with your name (first name only is fine) and city/state to show support comes from all over the U.S. and mail to:  Diane Schneider – OQC 1500 Carrington Park Circle, #210 Morrisville, NC 27560
Include a slip of paper with your email address so receipt can be confirmed.   Acknowledgments will also be posted on the Operation Quiet Comfort Yahoo group site.

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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www.anysoldier.com   This is another great service if you want to send your support to a Soldier in harm's way.  Check out the site completely to find out what to send, who to send it to, or how to send it?  We have volunteer Soldier "contacts" on the "Where to Send" page. They list what the folks they represent want and need. Click through the names and YOU select who YOU wish to support, then YOU send direct to them. We even have a search capability so you can easily identify what the troops need, who you wish to support, etc. 

All the Soldiers involved in this effort are military volunteers stationed in areas that are in harm's way. You send your support (letters and/or packages) addressed to them and when they see the "Attn: Any Soldier®" line in their address they put your letters and packages into the hands of Soldiers who don't get much or any mail first. Everything is shared.

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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http://www.letssaythanks.com/  Thanks to Xerox Corporation, this website gives you an opportunity to send a free printed postcard to. U.S. military personnel overseas showing your support and appreciation for their service to our country.

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Holiday Mail For Heroes is back for a fourth year! The American Red Cross and Pitney Bowes will collect holiday cards from regular citizens all across the country and distribute them to service members, veterans, and their families. Many active service members must spend the holidays apart from their family. Give back this holiday season by sending a card to thank those who have given a great deal to their country. Send cards to the address below, and please read the guidelines carefully! Holiday Mail for Heroes PO Box 5456 Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456 All cards must be postmarked no later than Friday, December 10th. Cards postmarked after this date will unfortunately be returned to the sender. This deadline ensures enough time to sort and distribute cards before the holidays. After the mailbox closes, the cards we received will be screened for hazardous materials by Pitney Bowes and then reviewed by Red Cross volunteers working around the country. 

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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DVDs4VETS - Our mission is to provide veterans who for any reasons cannot obtain DVDs on their own. Donors help by giving new and used movies to Veterans, especially to those with limited access, in order to view the latest Hollywood releases. www.dvds4vets.org
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Cel Phones for Soldiers - Put old cell phones to good use.  Instead of stashing them in the junk drawer, ship them to Cell Phones for Soldiers. For each one donated, the organization will pay for an hour of talk time for troops overseas. www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
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Soldier Packages - Send a care package. Get a service member's address from Kitchen Table Gang, bundle up items with a note of thanks and send them a gift. www.soldierpackages.org
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
MILITARY CARE CARDS Here is a great place to download very appropriate cards to sign and send to our military personnel here and abroad. they are also nice to send to veterans thanking them for their service. 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/Military_Care_Cards/files
Community Service Awards, Scholarships, Recognitions:

Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes honors outstanding young leaders who have made a significant positive difference to people and our planet. Nominees, who may range in age from 8 to 18 years old, must have been the prime mover of a service activity, and demonstrated positive spirit and high moral purpose in accomplishing their goals. Nominees must be nominated by responsible adults who have solid knowledge of the young person's heroic activities, and who are not related to the nominee. Winners of the Barron Prize receive:
  $2,500 to be applied to their higher education or to their service project, a recognition plaque,  a certificate of recognition, a signed copy of The Hero's Trail, by Barron Prize founder T.A. Barron, a copy of Dream Big, our new documentary film featuring several Barron Prize winners,   a heroes study guide, curriculum, and bibliography, the opportunity to be paired with an adult mentor who is passionate about and working in the winner's area of interest, the opportunity to connect with other Barron Prize winners through the Young Heroes Listserv, numerous media opportunities – print, television, and radio
By submitting an entry in the Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes, each entrant acknowledges reading and understanding all the eligibility requirements and selection criteria published on the Prize's website and agrees to observe them. Further, each entrant acknowledges and agrees that as a condition of receiving the Prize, the selected individual will cooperate in publicizing the Barron Prize and will grant rights in the entrant's nomination materials to the Barron Prize.
http://www.barronprize.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Khol’s Cars Scholarship Program – Top Winners Receive $10,000 each Every year, Kohl's recognizes and rewards young volunteers (ages 6-18) across the country for their amazing contributions to their communities. This year we are recognizing more than 2,100 kids with more than $415,000 in scholarships and prizes.  http://www.kohlscorporation.com/CommunityRelations/scholarship/index.asp 

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Presidents Volunteer Service Award
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov
Background
America has a long and proud tradition of volunteer service. Now more than ever, volunteers are renewing their commitment to helping others and making new connections that bring us closer together as families, as neighbors, as communities, and as a Nation.  The President's Council on Service and Civic Participation (the Council) was established in 2003 to recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are making in our communities and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the President’s Volunteer Service Award program as a way to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others to engage in volunteer service.

Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a standard for service, encourages a sustained commitment to civic participation, and inspires others to make service a central part of their lives. The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals, families, and groups that have achieved a certain standard – measured by the number of hours of service over a 12-month period or cumulative hours earned over the course of a lifetime.  To date, the President’s Council has partnered with more than 80 Leadership Organizations and more than 28,000 Certifying Organizations to bestow more than 1.5 million awards to the Nation's deserving volunteers.  The Award Depending on which award package is ordered, award recipients can receive:

An official President’s Volunteer Service Award lapel pin 

A personalized certificate of achievement 

A congratulatory letter from the President of the United States

( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
The Christopher Columbus Award is a national. Community-based science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) program for middle school students.  The program challenges the students to work in teams of three to four, with and adult coach, to identify a problem in their community and apply the scientific method to create an innovative solution to that problem.
http://www.christophercolumbusawards.com./
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Students In Action is a national youth recognition and reward program, designed to pass the tradition of service and volunteerism on to the next generation of young Americans.
http://www.studentsinaction.org/
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Disney Friends for Change Grants offer young change-makers an opportunity to receive a $1,000 grant to help make a lasting, positive change in the world. Whether you are passionate about protecting the planet, providing meals to those who need it or giving kids just like you the resources they need to star in their own play, be an athlete or an artist, you can be a Friend for Change!  Whatever your interests, a Disney Friends for Change Grant can help you make a difference for people, communities and the planet. Youth ages 5-18 located in all 50 states and the District of Columbia are eligible to apply for a $1,000 grant. www.YSA.org/grants/disney-friends-change-grants    

National Child Awareness Ambassadors Program Organizations and community groups may nominate youth ages 16 to 22 to represent their state and serve as a Youth Ambassador. Nominees are also asked to complete a short application about their vision for a change-making service project. Nominations are open through July 22, 2012. https://www.wizehive.com/appform/login/ysa2012ncam
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
Want to make a difference? Take action? Solve a tough community problem? YSA can help! Whether you're a kid, teen, educator, or adult mentor, YSA Grants power youth-led service and service-learning projects with funding, training, and resource support. Through YSA Grants, you can harness the creativity, energy and unique perspective of young people to grow stronger communities, foster student achievement, and build workplace readiness skills. Each year, YSA supports youth-led service with over $1 million in YSA Grants. For more information, visit www.YSA.org/grants
( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ ( ~ (
The Harris Wofford Awards, presented by Youth Service America and proudly sponsored by State Farm, were established in 2002 to honor former Senator Harris Wofford. This award is the highest honor Youth Service America gives each year and it carries significant prestige since it recognizes one of our nation's greatest public servants. The Harris Wofford Award was created to honor those who do extraordinary work towards achieving Senator Wofford's vision of "making service and service-learning the common expectation and common experience of every young person in America." The Wofford Awards recognize extraordinary achievements in five categories: Youth, Organizations, Media, Public Officials (added in 2009) and Educators (new in 2012). The recipient will receive a $500 award for him/herself and $500 to give to a nonprofit of his or her choice to support program activities. The 2012 Harris Wofford Awards will be presented at the 9th Annual Youth Service Institute on October 17-19, 2012 in Houston, TX. Travel, lodging, and registration is provided for the youth winner and one adult chaperone. http://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/ao_login.login?x_gm_id=3187&x_proposal_type_id=28057
